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Nyulnyul language 


Nyulnyul is an extinct Australian Aboriginal language, formerly 
spoken by the Nyulnyul people of Western Australia. 

Mary Carmel Charles is documented as the last fluent speaker of the 
Nyulnyul language of Western Australia/ 3 ] 

Classification 


Nyulnyul is very closely related to and was possibly mutually 
intelligible with Bardi, Jawi, Jabirrjabirr and Nimanburm. These are 
all members of the Western Nyulnyulan subgroup of Nyulnyulan , a 
non-Pama-Nyungan family of northern Australia. It is possible that 
Ngumbarl also belongs to this group, although Bowern makes 
arguments from the Daisy Bates/Billingee records that Ngumbarl is 
an Eastern Nyulnyulan language/ 4 ] Speakers consider these all to be 
distinct. 

Notes 


1. Hammarstrom, Harald; Forkel, Robert; Haspelmath, 

Martin, eds. (2017). "Nyulnyul" (http://glottolog.org/resourc 
e/languoid/id/nyull247) Glottolog 3.0. Jena, Germany: 

Max Planck Institute for the Science of Human History. 

2 K13 (https://collection.aiatsis.gov.au/austlang/language/K13) Nyulnyul at the Australian 
Indigenous Languages Database, Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Studies 

3. Charles, Mary (2000) [1993]. Winin - Why the Emu Cannot Fly. Translated by W. B. McGregor. 
Broome, WA: Magabala Books. ISBN 1-875641-07-6 

4. Bowern, C. 2010. Two Missing Pieces in a Nyulnyulan Jigsaw Puzzle (https://journals.linguistic 
society.org/proceedings/index.php/ExtendedAbs/article/view/528) "Linguistic Society of 
America Extended Abstracts". 
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